John Brown: The Fight to End Slavery
Cormac Moloney, Auggie Conradson
Junior Division
Group Website
Number of Words in Project: 1198 words
Number of Words in Process Paper: 428 words

Process Paper
To choose our topic, we first thought of themes that would benefit from
this year’s theme of Breaking Barriers. One of our first ideas was the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive of 1918, but we decided on Brown in the end. The
idea came to us because one of our team members had visited the Gettysburg
museum and seen an exhibit on Brown. Also, one of our members is from
Kansas and this helped our decision.
We conducted our research by visiting libraries and finding websites on
our topic. One of our members met a Civil War collector at a talk on Abolitionism,
and that is how we got our hands on a piece of the rope that was used to hang
John Brown. We also found many primary resources that gave us insight on how
the people of that time thought of Brown. We had sources debating whether

Brown was a domestic terrorist, and some saying that he was the first terrorist in
America.
We selected the category that we did because we both did other
categories last year and thought that it would be fun to try something new. We
both didn’t like the category we did last year. We heard from many people that it
was exciting to create a website. We created our project using the NHD Web
Central website creator. At first it was really hard to set up the website, but then
we started getting used to it. We watched many videos on how to create a
website. Some friends and our teacher also taught us some tricks like: How to
put in a video, how to get links to other pages, and how to put pictures in the
background.
Our topic relates to the NHD theme of Breaking Barriers in History for
many reasons. Brown was one of the first Abolitionists that garnered national
praise and hatred. He was one of the first people that decided that the only way
that he could attempt to break down the barrier of slavery in the United States
was with blood. He was willing to give his own life and kill others for the rights of
African Americans. He was a spark that helped light the bonfire that was the Civil
War, and this is why he is a prime example of someone that broke down a barrier
in history. Brown is known as a martyr and is still a symbol of fighting for equality,
no matter what the cause. This is the reason the John Brown relates to the NHD
theme of Breaking Barriers.
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The Portent: John Brownâ€™s Raid in American Memory, at the Virginia Historical Society in Richmond, is one of two new exhibitions
devoted to Brown. The other is at the New-York Historical Society.Credit...Casey Templeton for The New York Times. In Richmond in
â€œThe Portent: John Brownâ€™s Raid in American Memory,â€ something quite different happens.Â â€œDoes a noble end justify a
bloody means?â€ And given Brownâ€™s unwavering belief in his own righteousness and his embrace of the most extreme methods,
the show asks, â€œIs Brown so different from todayâ€™s bombers from Oklahoma City to Iraq?â€ The exhibition does not answer
those questions; it is effective enough just to raise them.Â Moreover, slavery seemed to be so firmly established that nothing but
violence could unseat it. John Brown was a strict Calvinist, raised in an abolitionist household. While he wasn't a thundering success
when it came to business (he was bankrupt by his 40s), he believed that he was on Earth for something big. "This devotion to ending
slavery, and his Calvinist upbringing, would eventually combine into a complete and utter certainty that he was predestined to bring
about slavery's end," says Holly. And one way he planned to do that was to expand the Underground Railroad into what he called the
"Subterranean Pass-Way" that would stretch for thousands of miles...Â In 1858, Brown convinced abolitionist leaders to fund his plan to
create and arm a fighting force with a raid on Harper's Ferry, which was home to a federal arsenal. The story tells about John
Brownâ€™s fight for equal rights for black people and his fight to end slavery in the Wow! Itâ€™s hard to know how to rate or review
this book. Itâ€™s a very â€œheavyâ€ book for kids, and definitely for older children, Iâ€™d say 9-13. In the authorâ€™s note, and
implied in the book proper, the author makes a point of expressing how John Brownâ€™s actions were for the greater good, for his
principles.Â The more I read about John Brown, the more I admire him. History has not been kind to him which is a shame. If there had
been more men like him during the creation of the US, perhaps the history of slavery would have been quite different. The author, Mr.
Hendrix, has done justice to the source material and his illustrations are just marvelous.

