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Nilo E. Herrera, Sr., MD
1923–2008
gram. Beginning in 1972, the CAP council
ilo E. Herrera Sr., MD, a pioneer in
produced phantoms each year. Herrera was
nuclear medicine quality assurance
instrumental in shifting the phantom proand practice accreditation, died on
gram to the American College of Nuclear
September 16 in Clayton, NC. He was born
Physicians (ACNP) in 1998. He then
in the Dominican Republic and received
chaired the Quality Assurance and Phantom
his medical degree from the University of
Committee of the ACNP for several years
Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) in
and remained an active committee member
1950. He was awarded a Fulbright Scholaruntil poor health ended his participation in
ship in 1951, completed an internship in
2003. The committee continues to produce
pathology at the University of Vermont
phantoms under SNM auspices.
(Burlington), and completed a residency in
Nilo E. Herrera, Sr., MD
Herrera was keenly aware of the imporpathology at St. Vincent’s Hospital (Bridgetance of interdisciplinary cooperation. I had the pleasure
port, CT) in 1956.
Herrera began his academic career as an instructor of working with him and with Myron Pollycove, MD, in
in pathology at the University of Vermont and went opening the CAP program for participation by nuclear
on to hold faculty positions at Yale University Medical medicine physicians in 1984. He appreciated the synergy
School (New Haven, CT), New York Medical College generated when scientists from different perspectives
(NY), the Universidad Nacional Pedro Henrı́quez Ureña could identify shared goals and strategies for advanceSchool of Medicine (Santo Domingo, Dominican Re- ment. He carried this enthusiasm into his service in
public), and the University of Connecticut (Farmington). numerous society board and governance positions. He
He retired formally in 1991 as the chair and director of was a diplomate of the American Board of Anatomical
the Department of Laboratory Medicine and Nuclear Pathology and the American Board of Clinical Pathology
Medicine at Danbury (CT) Hospital. He had established and was a director and lifetime board member of the
the World Health Organization Collaborating Center American Board of Nuclear Medicine. He served in
for Nuclear Medicine at Danbury Hospital in 1982 and leadership roles in SNM, CAP (fellow), American
Society of Clinical Pathologists (fellow), ACNP (felcontinued to serve as its director until 1999.
Herrera was especially effective in focusing multi- low), and on the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
disciplinary attention on establishing consensus stand- Advisory Committee on the Medical Uses of Isotopes.
ards for nuclear medicine instrumentation and practice. He authored and coauthored more than 50 publications
In 1971, he conducted the first workshop in nuclear and abstracts as well as 7 books based on his medical
medicine at a College of American Pathologists (CAP) research and clinical experience.
Dr. Herrera is survived by 4 children and 5 grandmeeting in Chicago, IL. As a result of this event, the CAP
created the Council on Nuclear Medicine in 1972, with children. A memorial service was held in Danbury, CT.
Herrera as its first chair. Under his leadership, the council
Terence Beven, MD
created an inspection checklist to be included as part of
Baton Rouge, LA
the CAP laboratory inspection and accreditation pro-
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